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Upcoming PTO Events  

●Harvest Hoopla Nov. 1st 5-7 pm 

●Popcornopolis fundraiser Nov. 4-15 

●Next PTO meeting Nov. 6th 4:30 pm 

●All PTO meeting live on our Facebook page 
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Shawna Watkins Secretary 

Dominque Hopson Treasurer 

 

 

Principal’s Corner  
Message from Mrs. Crussen 

I would like to take a moment to thank our wonderful families for their 
ongoing support this year. We have some of the most wonderful students 
and that is because they have such dedicated and supportive parents. As I 

am sure you have heard, Indiana has transitioned to a new state 
assessment for all third and fourth grade students called Indiana Learning 
Evaluation Assessment Readiness Network (ILEARN). It measures student 

achievement and growth according to Indiana Academic Standards. 
ILEARN is the summative accountability assessment for Indiana students 

and assesses both achievement and growth. It is a very rigorous 
assessment that covers the Indiana standards, which you can find 

at https://www.doe.in.gov/standards . The teachers in Merrillville 
continuously adapt their instruction to ensure that our students are 

learning their grade level standards. While we continue to challenge and 
engage the students to help them grow academically, we also are focused 

on non-academic growth as well. We want the children to learn how to 
exhibit self-control, build friendships, and communicate effectively with 
others. These life skills will benefit all children throughout their lives. 
The teachers appreciate the positive, ongoing communication we have 

with our families. We want to work with you to help the students develop 
both socially and academically. Next month we will have parent/teacher 
conferences and we look forward to meeting with each of you to share 
some valuable information about your child. Thank you for your active 

participation in your child’s education. 
 

School Times 
First Bell  7:45 
Tardy Bell  7:55 
 
The instructional day begins promptly 
at 7:55. It is important for students to 
be here on time. 
 
Dismissal Bell 2:25 
Dismissal Bell 1:25 (Thurs) 
 
The instructional day ends at 2:25 
(1:25) Every time a student leaves 
early they are missing instructional 
time. Please only pick-up early when 
it is an emergency. It does count as a 
tardy.  

If you have any questions, 
comments, information, or 
any donations for PTO or 

would like to volunteer please 
email us at 

homeriddingspto@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:homeriddingspto@yahoo.com
https://www.doe.in.gov/standards
http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/iddings
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Tranportation Procedures 
●Any time you pick up a child from school, 
from the office, you will be asked to show 
your ID at our security window. 
●Anyone who is checking out a student must 
be on the emergency contact list. You can 
check the list in Skyward and add to it any 
time. 
●Also, please do not park in the fire lane in 
front of the school. You will need to park in 
a parking space in order to enter the 
building. 
●Additionally, we have changed our pick up 
procedures. Car riders were all assigned 
BLUE number signs. Students will not be 
released unless the sign is visible in your car 
window. Parents without a number will 
need to come in and present identification 
in order pick up a student.  
●Finally, this is a reminder that we do have 
a Head Start program at our school. They 
park and walk in to pick up their students. 
ONLY Head Start & Adventure Club families 
may walk their students to the building. All 
others are asked to follow the procedures 
sent home in purple folders.  
●Security is very important to us. Please 
share this information with anyone who may 
be picking up a child from Iddings this year. 
●Please do not enter through the parking lot 
in front of the building. You must enter the 
parking lot, off Van Buren, on the north side 
of the building when dropping off your 
student in the morning. ●All students who 
are not inside the building before the 7:55 
am bell, will be marked tardy. After 7:55 
parents need to enter at door A, park in a 
designated parking spot, walk students into 
the building, and sign their students in at the 
office. You must park in a designated parking 
spot to be allowed in the building, NOT IN 
THE FIRE LANE PLEASE. 

Box Tops for Education 
Dear Families, 
 
As you may already know, Iddings 
Elementary has been collecting Box 
Tops to earn money for our school for 
a number a years. This year the 
program will look a little different. 
 

 
 

 The Box Tops program is now 
digital-only. Participating brands 
are starting to change their 
packaging to the new Box Tops 
label. 

 If you see this label, use the new 
Box Tops app to scan your 
receipt. Box Tops are still worth 
10¢ each for your school. The app 
will find participating products 
purchased at any store and 
instantly add cash to your school's 
earnings online. 

IT’S THAT EASY! 

 
 

http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/iddings


 

Homer Iddings Elementary School 7249 Van Buren Street, Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 650-5302 http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/iddings  

 

  
Iddings  Newsletter   Page 3 

HAPPENINGS FROM GYM CLASS 

 If your child does not know how to tie his/her shoes, 
PLEASE help him/her learn.  We are spending quality instructional time 
tying shoes at the beginning of class and the children are missing out on all 
the fun, so please practice at home. Practice makes 
perfect.                                

Some students are still struggling to follow directions. Please remind your 
child that when everyone follows directions there is more time for games 
and less chance of someone getting hurt. Thank you. 

We just finished the soccer skills unit for 1st, 2nd  and 4th grade – good job.  

*Fitness gram will start for 4th grade, which includes: 

Curl-ups, flex arm hang, sit & reach, trunk lift and the PACER jog. 

Grading scale for specials:                                                                             

        1 = N  needs improvement     

       2 = S  satisfactory – great 

       3 = E  excellent                                                  

                                                                            Mrs. J Warren-Physical Education 

 

http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/iddings
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NOTES FROM NURSE KNIGHT  
 

Welcome Back, Iddings’ Families! 

This is going to be a great year for Health and Learning.  I challenge everyone to be a 
better version of themselves this year (me included)...  so let’s get started: 

Immunizations:  Indiana Law IC 20-8.1-7-10.1 states that a school corporation shall 
require parents of a child who has enrolled in a school corporation to furnish no later 
than the first day of school a documented statement of the child’s immunization 
record.  The Parent/Guardian must assume responsibility for obtaining these records.  
Children can and will be excluded from school if proper immunization documentation 
is not received.  Let’s go for 100% compliance for our Iddings students this year!  Get 
those immunizations and documentation in ASAP!  Exclusion for non-compliance will 
begin in October. 

Extra clothes for Kindergarten and 1st grade students:  To assist with loss of 
instructional time, PLEASE have a pair of underwear and pants/leggings in your child’s 
backpack or classroom.  This can be very time-consuming if we are trying to find 
clothes that fit or trying to track down parents/guardians.  They can have an accident, 
spill drinks, or slide down a wet slide…  We appreciate your help! 

Illnesses:  If your child is sick, please keep them home and call the attendance 
secretary.  The following are reasons to keep a child home from school:  Temperature 
of 100.0 degrees or higher, or vomiting, or diarrhea. 

Thank you for keeping Iddings Healthy and Safe, 

Nurse Knight   
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PATHS Program 

This year, I am implementing a groundbreaking social-emotional learning program, PATHS (Promoting Alternative 
THinking Strategies), in one classroom of each grade level. Social-emotional learning skills help children resolve conflicts 
peacefully, handle emotions positively, empathize, and make responsible decisions. The PATHS program is evidence-
based and proven effective. It is grounded in the science of children's brain development, which has determined that 
children experience and react to strong emotions before developing the cognitive abilities to verbalize them. If I am 
doing this with your child’s classroom, you will get occasional parent communication letters through the teacher 
explaining what your child is learning about and ways to follow through at home. 

Reading Buddies Program: Grades 1 & 2 

We are so excited that our 1st and 2nd grade students are participating in the United Way Reading Buddies program 
again this year. Sponsored by the Kenneth J. Allen Law Group, this program began when students wrote Christmas 
letters to United Way thanking them for their imaginary friends. Each student has been gifted a small stuffed animal to 
read aloud to for at least 15 minutes each day in their classroom, free of judgment. This has increased motivation to 
read and levels of reading. At the end of the year, your child will bring their buddy home with them. We hope that you’ll 
ask about your child’s Reading Buddy experience, as well as continue to be their favorite reading buddy at home! 

Red Ribbon Week 

The last week of October is Red Ribbon Week. The purpose of this week is to bring awareness to the dangers of drug 
use. We will have spirit-wear days, a poster contest, and get to distribute some fun items to the students. 

Here are some ways you can help: 

Build self-esteem. Praise your child for their efforts and successes. Focus on the things they do well. A strong sense of 
self can help children feel less vulnerable to peer pressure later on. 
Practice decision-making. Allow your child to make choices when appropriate. Guide them through their decision-
making process as needed. Let them feel comfortable saying no to things. 
Encourage healthy habits. Talk to children about the importance of taking care of our bodies – we only get one! Model 
healthy ways to deal with stress and to have fun. 
Support hobbies and interests. These fuel passions and keep kids busy. 
Start the conversation. Children can usually understand addiction in simpler terms by talking about times they have 
wanted to do something even when they knew that it was not a good idea. Talking about these times and working on 
open communication from childhood can help to build comfort for talking about more serious issues later in life. 
  

10 Things to Ask Your Child Instead of “How Was Your Day?” 

What made you smile today? Can you tell me an example of kindness you saw/showed? What did you do that was 
creative? Who did you sit with at lunch? Was anyone in your class gone today? Tell me something you know today that 
you didn’t know yesterday. Did you like your lunch? What was the most difficult rule to follow today? What made your 
teacher smile? What kind of person were you today?    
  
Nicole Dominguez, LSW LSSW       
219-650-5423 | ndominguez@mvsc.k12.in.us 
 

mailto:ndominguez@mvsc.k12.in.us
http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/iddings
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 October is Fire Prevention Month 

 

On average 7 people die a day from a house fire. The American Red Cross 
sponsors a Home Fire Campaign to help in reducing fire deaths.  

They will come to your home and install a smoke detector for FREE! 
Call today for your smoke alarm install: 

American Red Cross 
219-756-5360 
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4th grade students are currently learning about the instruments and families in the orchestra to 
prepare for their field trip to see the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra.  They will soon be 
learning about and playing the recorder. 

3rd grade has been singing and moving to folk dances and doing various beat and rhythm 
activities. 

2nd
 grade has also been singing and moving around the room to various folk songs and doing beat 

and rhythm activities. They will soon start preparing music for their concert in March. 

KG has been learning to use various voices such as singing, whispering, shouting, speaking, and 
thinking voices.  They also have been moving a lot to various songs, to the beat with and without 
instruments, and learning how to follow directions. 
 
It’s a joy for me to hear the students’ voices when they sing nicely together and are at their 
best.  I also enjoy when they’re having fun playing instruments and moving to the music.  I hope 
they share some of these songs with you at home.  
 

http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/iddings
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With Autumn now in full swing, the Iddings’ Art Room will be filled with amazing examples 
of beautiful leaves, pumpkins, spider webs and scarecrows in the month of October.  First 
grade students will be learning about the artist, Georges Seurat, and his painting style called 
pointillism when they create a pumpkin out of dots.  The second graders will be finishing up 
their giant texture leaves and starting on spider web weaving and then an autumn colored 
dancing scarecrow.  Third graders are completing their metal leaf reliefs and working on 
their entries for the Red Ribbon – Say No to Drugs Poster contest that will be judged at the 
end of the month.  Fourth graders are learning the right brain techniques of drawing 
portraits so they can compare their improvement with their before portrait.  

 

http://merrillville.schoolwires.net/iddings
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Reading strategies to help your child at home to assist in working out unknown words. 

 Look at the picture 
 Look for chunks in the word, such as -it in sit, -all in small or -and and -ing in standing 
 Get their mouth ready to say the word by shaping their mouth to the beginning letter. 
 Ask your child if the word looks like a word they already know. Does could look like should? 
 Continue to read to the end of the sentence. Often by reading the other words in context, 

they will be able to figure out the unknown word.  
 If your child says the wrong word while reading, ask questions like these: 

o Does it make sense? 
o Does it sound right? 
o Does it look right? 

Building Math Skills at Home 

With a little creativity, you can make math lots of fun! Here are a few ideas that you can do 
at home to help your child with math.  

 There are many games you probably already have at home that encourage development in 
math: Yahtzee (basic addition) Connect four (problem solving and developing strategies), 
Puzzles (spatial awareness), Card games (have players flip cards and greatest or least 
number wins), Candy Land (make your own game cards and use math facts instead of 
colors), Monopoly (money), and Battleship (coordinate graphs).  

 Talk about the calendar with your child. Make it exciting by looking forward to special 
events. Count the weeks and days until a birthday or special event.  

 Help them with money by playing store with them. Use real coins and let them be the 
cashier.  

 Use an empty egg carton as a counting tool to practice addition and subtraction skills up to 
10.  

 Bake with them. Read the instructions on the back of the box and allow them to measure 
the ingredients.  

 Point out shapes and discuss them. If you see a "Yield" sign, discuss that it is a triangle and 
ask your child how many sides would be on 3 "Yield" signs. 

 Develop a better understanding of fractions by discussing equal parts. Anytime you bake a 
frozen pizza, it is an opportunity to let them understand what 1/6 or 1/8 means.                                                                                     

Helping Your Child Succeed 
From Jennifer Pozdzal-Instructional Coach 
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From the ELL Classroom 
Suggestions for Homework 

 
Help your child get organized 
Help your child pick out a special homework notebook or folder, and make sure your 
child has homework supplies. 
Get into a routine 
Set a regular time for homework every day, and look for a homework area with good 
light. Help your child get into the habit of getting homework done before doing other 
activities. 
Limit distractions 
Turn off the TV and video games, and restrict phone calls and texting during 
homework time. If your child is using the computer for homework, check in periodically 
to make sure he is getting homework done. 
Show your child that you think homework is important 
Ask your child about her homework each day, and check to see that it is completed. 
Even if you don't understand the assignment or don't speak English, you can still check 
to see that it is finished. Tell your child that you are proud of the work she is doing. 
Don't be afraid to use your native language 
Talk with your child about what she is learning, and ask her to explain new concepts to 
make sure she understands them. 
Space out the learning 
If your child has a big test coming up next week, help her study a little bit each day 
rather than cramming it in the night before. An hour or so every other day, spacing out 
the learning, is a better way to really learn the material. 
Help your child without doing the homework 
It's important to answer questions if you can — but remember that homework is 
supposed to help children learn and that doing your child's homework does not help 
in the long run. 
  
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Marquez 
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